ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE BAHAMANI KINGDOM.

1547 to 1525 A. D.

The Bahamani dynasty, a line of Muhammadan kings, eighteen in
number, who ruled in the Deccan for a period of 197 years, was founded in
1347 A. D. by Hasan, an .Afghan of the lowest rank in the service of
Muhammad bin Toghlak, Sultan of Delhi, who ruled between the years 1315
and 1351 A. D. This individual, who had risen to regal dignity from a hum-
ble origin, assumed the title of Allauddin Hasan Gangoo Bahamani, made
Gulburga his capital, and compelled the Hindu king to pay him the same
tribute which he had previously paid to DelhL Ferishta, the Muhammadan
historian, explains Hasan's strange title by a story. Hasan, he says, was, in
his youth, a servant of one Gangoo, a Brahmin astrologer, and that while
ploughing a field of his master he found a box full of gold which he at once
took to the Brahmin and placed it before him. Pleased with Hasan's
honesty, the Brahmin recommended him to Muhammad bin Toghlak and
predicted his future greatness, at the same time making him promise that he
would take the name of his master as* part of his title. But the " Burhani-
Masir," which is a better authority than Ferishta, explodes the Brahmanic
origin as a myth. Inscriptions and coins also prove that Hasan was a
descendant of Bahman Shah, king of Persia. In the period of his greatness,
the kingdom extended from Berar in the north to the borders of the power-
ful Hindu kingdom of Vijyanagar in the south and from sea to sea in the
east and west. Allauddin Hasan Gangoo died in 1358 A. D. and was buried
at Gulburga. His tomb is very plain with one or two Arabic inscriptions on
it. It is seventy feet square and about 100 feet high.

The Bahmini, or Bahamani dynasty, which ruled between the years
1347 and 1525 A.D., was frequently engaged in wars against the neighbouring
kingdom of Vijyanagar, .which arose out of the ruins of the kingdom of
Warangal and became the greatest Hindu state in Southern India.

Hasan was succeeded by his son Muhammad Shah I, who laboured to
increase the splendour of his court and struck the first Muhammadan coin
in the Deccan. It bore on the reverse a verse from the Quran and the
names of the first four Caliphs; on the obverse the title of the reigning
sovereign and the date. Muhammad Shah waged successful wars with the
Rajas of Telingana and compelled them to surrender the fort of Golconda
and pay an indemnity of 33 lakhs. He also waged war with Vijyanagar.
It was attended with much bloodshed and cruelty on both sides. He
died in 1375 A. D. after: a rule of 17 years.
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